CURRICULUM VITAE
(Abridged version October 1, 2018)

James Werner Scow

jscow(@vsu.edu

Education

9/1977-5/1991 Columbia University, New York, New York, Ph.D. 5/91, dissertation: The Liar
Paradox; under Charles D. Parsons; M.Phil. 10/80, M.A. 5/80.

1/1974-12/1975 University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, A.B. 12/75 9/71-12/73
University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland

Teaching experience

Current:

12/2016-present: Virginia State University, Department of History and Philosophy, College of
Humanities and Social Sciences, P.O. Box 9401, Virginia State University, VA 23806. (804)
524-5930. Adjunct 11/2016-12/2016; Visiting Professor (full time): Since 1/2017. Introduction
to Philosophy, Ethics, Applied Ethics.

Recent:

9/2013-12/2013: University of Virginia, Department of Philosophy, 120 Cocke Hall, P. O. Box
400780, Charlottesville, VA 22904. (434) 924 7701. Lecturer, Ancient and Medieval Philosophy

Academic service

5/18 VSU Honors Society dinner guest

4/18 VSU Engineering School lecturer on applied ethics
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Summary of recent scholarship

My research interests center on the liar paradox and the philosophy of language. I have been
working on a paper entitled "The Semantics of Mutual Understanding," which examines the
semantics of two speakers understanding each other's utterances using a Davidsonian theory of

meaning and modern ways out of the liar paradox.

Recently, I wrote a paper entitled “Solving Peirce’s solution to the Liar Paradox.” In this paper I
show how some paradoxical elements of Peirce’s solution to the liar can be avoided by using a
contextualist approach. This paper was accepted by the International Peirce Centennial and

delivered in 7/2014. I am currently preparing the paper for publication.

Professional activities

6/14: Accepted paper on Peirce’s solution to the liar paradox delivered to the International Peirce
Centennial to be held in Lowell, MA.

12/13, Chaired session on philosophy of language at APA Eastern Division meeting in Baltimore.

1/12 Virginia Commonwealth University, participated in three day Preparing to Teach program
in the Center for Teaching Excellence at VCU

9/09 Delivered paper Semantics of Mutual Understanding to the Virginia Philosophical

Association meeting at Salem College.

Membership in the American Philosophical Association and the Association for Symbolic Logic

(intermittently since 1978)

Honors and Awards

1979-1980 Columbia University Department of Philosophy Sponsorship of Membership in the

Association for Symbolic Logic

1977-1978 Columbia University Scholarship Columbia University President's Fellow Columbia

University Fellow
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